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REPORT 


East  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1937. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

East  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council. 


Sleaford,  May  30th,  1938. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  following 
report  for  the  year  1937. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  123,406 

Estimated  Population  (Mid  1937)  21,060 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  ...  4,553 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £53,889 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  £226 


Social  Conditions. — The  occupations  are  mainly 
those  connected  with  agriculture,  and  none  are  dele- 
terious to  health,  although  some  sickness,  chiefly  chills 
and  lumbago  is  caused  by  beet  pulling  during  the  later 
months  of  the  year. 


Males  Females 

( Legitimate  128  140  Total  268 

Live  Births  1 illegitimate  6 5 Total  11 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu- 
lation, 13.25.  This  rate  is  lower  than  last  year. 

Still  Births  Males  Females 

6 5 Total  11 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  37.93. 

Deaths  Males  Females 

97  104  Total  201 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu- 
lation, 9.54.  This  figure  is  slightly  higher  than  for  1936. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Rate  per 
1,000  Total 


Deaths. 

(live  and  still 
births) . 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

...  Nil 

Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ... 

...  Nil 

Nil 

• 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  60.93 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  59.70 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  90.90 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  33 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) 1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  1 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  Nil 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1937. 


Male  Female  Total 

Measles  1 — 1 


Whooping  Cough  

1 

— 

1 

Influenza  

2 

5 

7 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

2 

4 

6 

Other  Tuberculosis 

3 

2 

5 

Cancer  . . , 

16 

17 

33 

Diabetes 

3 

2 

5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc  ... 

5 

7 

12 

Heart  Disease  ... 

18 

29 

47 

Other  Circulatory  diseases  

4 

2 

6 

Bronchitis  ...  

4 

4 

8 

Pneumonia  

3 

2 

5 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

2 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer  ...  

3 

1 

4 

Other  liver  disorders  ...  

1 

1 

2 

Other  digestive  disorders 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3 

4 

7 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 
etc. 

7 

4 

11 

Senility 

1 

3 

4 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

Other  Violence 

6 

4 

10 

Other  Defined  Diseases  

11 

8 

19 

97 

104 

201 

There  is  again  a considerable  increase  in  deaths  due 
to  cancer. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

There  have  been  no  developments  or  changes  and 
remarks  do  not  differ  from  previous  reports. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Water  Supplies. — During  the  year  a new  water 
scheme  has  been  completed  at  Ashby-de-la-Launde, 
comprising  borehole,  engine  and  pump,  pumphouse, 
tower  and  distributing  mains  as  far  as  Bloxholme. 

A new  water  scheme  for  Scopwick  has  been  com- 
menced. The  scheme  comprises  borehole,  electric  motor 
and  pump,  extension  to  pumphouse,  extension  to  distri- 
buting main  and  repairs  to  tower. 

A new  water  scheme  in  the  S.W.  district  has  been 
commenced.  This  consists  of  borehole,  engine  and 
pump,  pumphouse  and  tower  at  Newton  with  distribut- 
ing mains  to  Newton,  Haceby,  Walcot  (F) , Dembleby, 
Aunsby,  Scott  Willoughby,  Osbournby,  Threekingham 
and  Spanby. 

Mains  have  been  extended  in  the  following  Parishes: 
Billinghay,  Leasingham,  Ruskington,  Anwick,  Great 
Hale,  Helpringham,  Dogdyke,  Linwood,  Blankney 
Barff,  East  Heckington,  Thorpe  Tilney,  Martin  and 
Scredington.  A new  roof  has  been  fixed  to  the  top  tank 
at  Dorrington  Fen. 

Tentative  schemes  were  prepared  for  supplying 
water  to: — Culverthorpe,  Kelby,  Wilsford  and  Cranwell. 
Fire  hydrants  have  been  installed  in  the  following 
parishes: — Billinghay,  Walcott  (B),  Timberland,  Mar- 
tin, Martin,  Thorpe  Tilney,  North  Kyme,  Leasingham 
and  Burton  Pedwardine. 


WATER  SAMPLES. 


Parish. 

Billinghay  and  District 
Scopwick  and  District 


Date  of  Sample.  Result. 

9.3.87  Satisfactory. 

22.6.37  Satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Sewer  extensions  were 
carried  out  in  the  following  Parishes: — Ruskington,  Wal- 
cott (B),  North  Kyme  and  Billinghay. 

Closet  Accommodation. — The  majority  of  the 
older  property  within  the  District  is  served  by  cesspit 
type  privies,  which  are,  to  say  the  least  a very  objection- 
able type  of  convenience.  It  is  unfortunately  not  possible 
at  the  present  stage  to  put  into  effect  privy  conversion 
work  on  a large  scale  owing  to  the  inadequate  nature  or 
absence  of  sewerage  outfall  works.  During  the  year 
eight  defective  cesspit  privies  were  converted  to  water 
closets. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  cleasing  work  undertaken 
by  the  Council  consists  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
household  refuse  only,  this  service  now  extends  practi- 
cally throughout  all  the  District.  There  were  no  exten- 
sions or  alterations  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  has  continued  their  efforts  and  a report  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  appended  hereto. 

Shops. — The  inspection  of  shops  does  not  assume  a 
great  deal  of  importance  in  this  District  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  most  of  the  shops  are  small  ones  attached  to 
dwelling-houses  and  persons  are  not  normally  employed 
except  members  of  the  family.  Several  shops  were  in- 
spected during  the  year. 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  action  was  necessary 
under  this  heading  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  two  pri- 
vately owned  pools  within  the  area  which  are  open  to  the 
public.  One  is  fed  by  a stream  and  the  other  by  springs, 
there  is  no  treatment  of  the  water  in  either  case. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — No  case  of  bug  in- 
festation was  reported  during  the  year  and  therefore  no 


action  was  necessary.  One  house  was  found  to  be  in- 
fested with  fleas  and  was  successfully  fumigated  with 
sulphur  compounds. 

Schools. — In  common  with  dwelling-houses  within 
the  District  the  Sanitary  conveniences  of  some  schools 
leave  much  to  be  desired,  as  already  mentioned  under 
sub-heading  (1),  as  sewerage  outfall  works  are  con- 
structed no  doubt  conditions  will  improve.  Water  sup- 
plies to  schools  are  generally  satisfactory. 

HOUSING,  1937. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DUR- 
ING THE  YEAR:— 

( 1 ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housmg  Acts)  636 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...1377 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  un- 

der sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  208 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  821 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  195 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  rea- 
sonably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  441 

2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  16 


3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DUR- 
ING THE  YEAR:— 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  15 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de- 
fects to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  de- 
fects were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  51 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 15 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  NU 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 


4.  HOUSING  ACT,  1936— PART  IV.  OVER- 
CROWDING. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year ...  89 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  91 
(lii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  583 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

ported during  the  year  ...  ...  14 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

lieved during  the  year  ...  ....  45 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  252 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  . . . Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 
crowding conditions  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 
to  report. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — Farms  and  dairies  were  inspected 
as  frequently  as  possible.  A considerable  number  of 
informal  notices  and  letters  have  been  sent  to  milk  pro- 
ducers, calling  their  attention  to  defects  existing  on  their 
premises  with  good  results  in  several  instances. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. — Every  effort  has  been 
made  to  carry  out  inspections  of  as  much  of  the  meat 
slaughtered  as  possible. 

The  standard  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food  has 
been  found  to  be  generally,  fairly  high. 

Some  difficulty  was  experienced  during  the  year 
owing  to  the  neglect  of  butchers  to  notify  their  precise 
time  of  slaughter. 

It  was  found  to  be  impracticable  to  carry  out  anti- 
mortem  inspections  in  the  majority  of  cases. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE. 


No  serious  outbreak  of  any  notifiable  infectious 
disease  occurred  during  the  year  amongst  the  civilian 
population  but  there  were  a considerable  number  of 
sporadic  cases. 

The  most  prevalent  source  of  infection  in  the  Area 
was  in  the  R.A.F.  Camp  Cranwell,  where  there  was  an 
epidemic  of  Mild  Scarlet  Fever. 

Influenza  of  a mild  type  was  very  prevalent  in  the 
early  months  of  the  j^ear  and  caused  a mild  epidemic. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  sent  to 
Isolation  Hospital  exceeded  the  quota  for  which  arrange- 
ments to  Bourne  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  made.  Had 
this  not  been  the  case  I should  have  desired  to  send  more 
cases. 

No  prophylactic  immunisation  as  regards  Diph- 
theria and  Measles  is  as  yet  being  undertaken  by  Local 
Authorities. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1937. 


Cases  1 

Disease 

Total  cases 

admitted  to 

Total 

notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Small-pox 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1-2  5 

1 

gV) 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (includ- 

4 

3 

ing  Paratyphoid) 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . 

1 

Pneumonia 

I’g 

5 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

4 

2 

Neonatorum 

•2 

1 

Malaria 

Cerebro  Spinal 

1 

i ' ' 

Meningitis  ... 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE— Analysis  in  Age  Groups. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp 

Respiratory 

Non-Resp 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0- 

1- 

1 

. 5- 

1 

15- 

2 

1 

2 

25- 

O 

2 

2 

4 

, , 

35- 

1 

1 

45- 

1 

1 

55- 

1 

1 

, . 

65  & over 

Total 

4 

5 

3 

3 

5 

2 

1 

There  were  no  non-notified  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  under  Prevention 
TB.  Act  of  1925,  nor  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Record  of  work  for  the  year: — 

Number  of 

Subject.  Inspections 

Animals  improperly  kept,  including  swine  ...  12 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Caravans  6 

Drains  defects  and  new  drains  ...  ...  ...  152 

Drains  blocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  * 4 

Defective  and  dirty  closets  and  repairs  to  privies  29 

Dirty  houses  ...  ...  4 

Housing  P.H.  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Housing  1936,  Act  1338 

Infectious  Disease  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  105 

Milk  and  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  243 

Overcrowding  ...  . . 13 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Privy  Conversion  ...  ...  ...  32 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ..  ..  479 

Water  Supply  18 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  22 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Shops  ...  9 

Not  specified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

TOTAL  2583 


DWELLING  HOUSES. 


Houses  inspected  for  defects 

(Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  636 

Houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  7 

Houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  16 

Dwellings  reconditioned  under 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act  5 

Houses  at  which  repairs  or  alterations  were 

carried  out  after  informal  action  14 

Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  1 1 of 

Housing  Act,  1936  11 

Number  of  Clearance  Areas  declared  and  Orders 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  40 
Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  45 

Houses  and  Bungalows  erected  by  the  Council  ...  14 

Houses  and  Bungalows  erected  by  private  enter- 
prise ...  96 

Complaints  received  concerning  housing  con- 
ditions ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Houses  disinfested  ...  1 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  or  other  disease  42 

NUISANCES. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Informal  notices  served  23 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Nuisances  abated  with  or  without  the  service  of 

informal  or  legal  notice  ...  ...  ...  41 

PARTICULARS  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED. 

Number 

Subject.  Abated. 

Animals  improperly  kept  (including  swine)  ...  5 

Offensive  accumulat'on  ...  ...  ...  "^  ...  1 

Caravans  1 

Drain  defects  and  obstructed  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  and  dirty  closets  (not  converted)  ...  10 

Dirty  houses  ...  2 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  ...  ...  8 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Number  on  Register  509 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  53 

Number  of  cowsheds,  etc.,  at  which  improve- 
ments affected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

There  still  remains  a tremendous  amount  of  work 
to  be  done  under  this  heading. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

Number  of  registered  Slaughterhouses  ...  ..,  13 

Number  of  licensed  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  knackers  yards  ...  ...  ...  4 

TOTAL  24 

Number  in  regular  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  under  Slaugh- 
ter of  Animals  Act,  1933  ...  38 

Oxen.  Calves,  Sheep.  Swine. 
Number  of  animals  inspected 

during  the  year  ...  446  8 697  1,086 

Amount  of  meat  and  organs  surrendered  ...  4,659  lbs. 


ANALYSIS  OF  UNSOUND  MEAT  DESTROYED. 


Beef  

Pork  

Mutton 

Organs  (all  animals) 


2,848  lbs. 
1,075  lbs. 
40  lbs. 
696  lbs. 


4,659  lbs. 


BEEF. 

T uberculosis 

Seoticaemia 

Abscesses 


2,286  lbs. 
532  lbs. 
30  lbs. 


2,848  lbs. 


ORGANS. 

Tuberculosis 

Septicaemia 

Distomatosis 

400  lbs. 
100  lbs. 

48  lbs. 

548  lbs. 

Total 

3,396  lbs. 

PORK. 

Tuberculosis 

1,075  lbs. 

ORGANS. 

Tuberculosis 

Congestion 

Cysts 

Necrosis 

100  lbs. 

18  lbs. 

4 lbs. 

26  lbs. 

148  lbs. 

Total 

1,223  lbs. 

MUTTON. 

Decomposition  . . 

40  lbs. 

Total 

40  lbs. 

GRAND  TOTAL  4,659  lbs. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

Number  of  Petrol  Licences  on  the  register  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  88 

Number  of  Carbide  Licences  on  the  registered  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ...  7 

Number  of  new  licences  issued  during  the  year  7 

Amount  capable  of  being  stored  under  licences: — 

95,200  gallons  of  petrol. 

7,000  lbs.  of  carbide. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


Sanitary  Inspector 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 
including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or 
Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Number  of 
Written  Occupiers 
Premises.  Inspections.  Notices,  prosecuted. 

Factories 

(including  factory  laundries)  2 — — 

Workshops 

(including  workshop  laundries)  15  — — 

Workplaces 

(other  than  outworkers’ 

premises ) — — — 

Total  17  — — 


2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Particulars.  Found.  Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  14  14 

Want  of  ventilation  ...  — — 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  — — 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  — — 

Otlier  nuisances  ...  ...  — — 

Sanitary  accommodation — 

insufficient  ...  ...  ■ — — 

unsuitable  or  defective  — — 

not  separate  for  sexes  — — 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

bakehouse  (s.  101)  ...  • — ■ — 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences 
relating  to  outwork  and  offences 
under  the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministrv  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Worksliops 
Transfer  of  Powers)  Order,  1921)  j—  — 

Total  ...  14  14 


Referred  to  H.IM.  Inspector  nil 

No.  of  offences  in  respect  of  which  Pro.secutions  were 
instituted,  nil. 


Yonr  Obedient  Servant, 


